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Reexamination of U.S.-Japan Semiconductor Trade Friction
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This study re-examined the semiconductor negotiations between the U.S. and Japan in the
1980s, focusing on anti-dumping measures in third-country markets. Furthermore, this
study clarified how this issue became a diplomatic issue between Japan and the EC, which
led to criticism that an "international cartel" had been formed by Japan and the U.S., and
how the dispute was resolved under the GATT.

The research mainly used newly declassified Japanese diplomatic documents related to the
U.S.-Japan semiconductor talks, the U.S.-Japan summit (Nakasone-Reagan talks), and the
Tokyo Summit in 1986.

As a result of this research, I have clarified the negotiations between Japan and the U.S.
that led to the conclusion of the first Japan-U.S. Semiconductor Agreement and Nakasone's
policy intentions regarding Japan-U.S. relations and the international economy. I also
elucidated the details of diplomatic negotiations by Japan, the U.S., and the EC at the
GATT over semiconductors.

This study explored the significance of the Japan-U.S. trade friction in the 1980s by placing
it in the context of Japan-U.S. relations and the international context of its impact on the
free trade regime.
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