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Kantian pragmatist political theories: A Habermasian analysis

XEXER (IRER. BB, ;&R 250 words LLA)  Abstract (Purpose, Process, Significance)

Purpose: This research project concerns the notion of rightness (#ichtigkeit) in Habermas’s
theory to characterize (1) the notion of practical rationality within Kantian pragmatism, to clarify
(2) the originality of Habermas’s discussion using the notion of practical rationality as well as to
identify (3) essential characteristics required for a political theory in the spirit of Kantian
pragmatism.

Process: This project consists of three parts: one is to collect essential first (i.e. Habermas’s)
and second literature. This part included traveling to Germany and visiting the Bavarian state
library. Second, the first results of the research were regularly discussed with my colleagues.
Third, the results were presented in a research seminar held at Yamaguchi University. And a
paper is now being printed.

Significance: There are three main results. First, Habermasian characterizations on the
transcendental question (which every form of Kantianism should give a formulation of and an
answer for) are given. Second, Habermas’s recent work on religion and naturalism is consistently
understood as the process of answering this transcendental question. Third and finally, the
Habermasian relationship between truth and rightness (that is to say, that between theoretical
and practical reasons) has been sketched out. This includes criticisms against Habermas’s own

understanding of the relationship.
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