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Research about the Influence of the COVID-19 on Conflicts and Migrants-Refugees of
the Middle East

NEXWEE (AERBM. #8, ;R 250 words LAN)  Abstract (Purpose, Process, Significance)

The purpose of this study was to clarify the influence of COVID-19 to the development of
conflicts in the Middle East and mobility of migrants-refugees worldwide. In order to
elucidate the dynamic situation, the researcher investigated reports and articles published
since the beginning of the COVID-19, and conducted filed research in Israel/Palestine in
summer 2022. The researcher made interviews with the Palestinian refugees in Arabic and
analyzed the impact of the pandemic in the occupied territories. Based on the documents
analysis, it was indicated that the pandemic can cause more serious threat to the migrants-
refugees than the ordinary nationals because they lack full citizenship in their country of
residence. The difficulty to demand public service both from the country of residence and
country of origin makes their situation harder. The problems included difficulty of medical
contact, deficiency of epidemiological information, less distribution of sanitary goods such
as masks and soaps for the refugee community. The similar situation was observed among
the Middle East and the other regions. However, economic integration under the occupation
offered unexpected benefit for the residents in the West Bank. Frequent contact with
migrant workers from the occupied territories compelled Israel to provide vaccination

services in the West Bank. For Gaza Strip, the already limited access under the sanctions




had serious threat but at the same time some advantage, as the reduced human mobility
meant less risk of infection spread. Therefore, while mostly threatening, intertwined effect

of COVID-19 was observed in contentious region in the Middle East.
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