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A study on the Second Investigating Committee of Ashio Copper Mine Incident

XEXER (IRER. BB, R 250 words LLA)  Abstract (Purpose, Process, Significance)

The final purpose of this study is to find out the facts which the Japanese Government and the
offending company Furuwaka Mining did in the process of Ashio Copper Mine Incident. It is
essential to analyse the Second Investigating Committee on the incident because the decisions by
the Committee made Yanaka—village in Tochigi prefecture to die for diverting public attention
from the problem, and decisions directed to settle down the Incident.

Prior to finding out the fruits of the Committee, | tried to disclose the background of the
Government set up it. Making clear the reasons of the Government’s behavior, we will be able
to understand the real political process.

I took two approaches. One is to figure out the necessity of copper around 1900, specifically
the needs in electronics and in armament for the preparation of Wars against China and Russia.
The other is to focus on the public opinion on the Incident. For the first point of approach,
though it is in a midstream of survey, I could collect much data of the quantity of consumed
copper. And for the second, | analyzed a diary of a common farmer of Saitama prefecture visited
Yanaka—village and the affected area. It showed how people had been interested in the Incident.

These facts will show the necessity the government protect Ashio Copper Mine while

propitiating the public feelings.
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