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This research aims to clarify the question of whether Japanese politics exhibits signs of
presidentialization. There are three aspects to presidentialization, namely, the executive, parties,
and the electoral process (Poguntke and Webb 2005; 2007). In this sense, Shinzo Abe may be
regarded as an example of presidentialization in Japan. He was able to stay in power for a long
period of time because his power was concentrated in himself not only as the prime minister, but
also as a party leader, ensuring his autonomy from his own party. He was thus able to continue
exercising his power free from party constraints. This cannot simply be explained by the appeal of
Abe’s personality. Therefore, looking at each of the three aspects of presidentialization (executive,
parties, and elections) can lead to an answer to the question of whether it is appropriate to position
Shinzo Abe as an example of Japanese presidentialization.

While not all contemporary Japanese prime ministers fall under the case of
presidentialization, in particular, we can consider Junichiro Koizumi and Shinzo Abe to be
examples. As Thomas Poguntke and Paul Webb have pointed out, presidentialization is brought
about by contingent and structural factors. In the case of Japan, in particular, the presidentialization

of politics can be understood more distinctly by considering two additional explanatory variables,

‘political reform’ and ‘administrative reform,” in addition to these factors.
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To analyze the case of Japan, ‘additional explanatory variables’ presented in this project must
be considered in future work. This will allow Japanese politics to be situated within a broader context
of world politics and discussions surrounding presidentialization. It will also allow for an accurate

comparison of Japanese presidentialization with that of other countries.
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