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The following research was conducted under the Political Research Grant (FY 2022),
and the results are reported as follows.
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An Economic Defense of Utilitarianism from the Original Position
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The original position together with the veil of ignorance have served as one of the
main methodological devices to justify principles of distributive justice. Most
approaches to this topic have primarily focused on the single person decision-
theoretic aspect of the original position. This paper, in contrast, will directly model
the basic structure and the economic agents therein to project the economic
consequences and social outcomes generated either by utilitarianism or Rawls’s two
principles of justice. It will be shown that when the differences in people’s productive
abilities are sufficiently great, utilitarianism dominates Rawls’s two principles of
justice by providing a higher level of overall wellbeing to every member of society.
Whenever this is the case, the parties can rely on the Principle of Dominance (which
is a direct implication of instrumental rationality) to choose utilitarianism over
Rawls’s two principles of justice. Furthermore, when this is so, utilitarianism is free
from one of its most fundamental criticisms that it “does not take seriously the
distinction between persons.” (Rawls 1971/1999: 24)

Paper Title: "When utilitarianism dominates justice as fairness: an economic

defence of utilitarianism from the original position"
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*Abstract (Purpose, Process, Significance- Within 250 words)

1. Write a research paper.
2. Present research paper in international and domestic
conferences/workshops/seminars.

3. Publish research paper in an internationally respected journal.

All of the target objectives have been successfully achieved.
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*Purpose, Methods, and Significance of the Study (Within 300 words)

e Purpose: To analyze the two mainstream theories of distributive justice —
Rawls’s two principles of justice and utilitarianism — by comparing their

economic consequences.

e  Methods: Careful textual reading and mathematical modeling.

e Significance of the Study: Many political philosophers commonly believe that
utilitarianism, for the purpose of maximizing total social welfare, may generate
extreme inequalities that sacrifice the interests of the least advantaged
members of society, and, hence, Rawls’s two principles of justice better protects
the interests of the least advantaged members of society than utilitarianism.
My research paper demonstrates that this commonly held belief may be
incorrect. Specifically, my research paper shows via a formal model that as long
as the productive discrepancies among people are sufficiently great
utilitarianism dominates Rawls’s two principle of justice by allowing everybody

to enjoy a higher welfare level. This is a novel and significant contribution.
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*Summary of Research Process and Result (Within 750 words)

My paper "When utilitarianism dominates justice as fairness: an economic defence of
utilitarianism from the original position" has been accepted and published online (11
August 2022) in Economics and Philosophy. (Economics and Philosophy is the TOP 6
journal in the field of moral and/or political philosophy. According to:
https://leiterreports.typepad.com/blog/2022/08/specialist-journals-that-publish-the-

best-articles-in-moral-andor-political-philosophy-the-results.html)

FLOF L 'When utilitarianism dominates justice as fairness: an economic defence of
utilitarianism from the original position| % Economics and Philosophy (Z &V 2022
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https://leiterreports.typepad.com/blog/2022/08/specialist-journals-that-publish-the-

best-articles-in-moral-andor-political-philosophy-the-results.html)
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*Publications, books, papers, conference reports, etc. (or plan and style of presentation)

Here is the list of the conferences/workshop/seminars that I have presented by
research.

2023

[Invited] Seminar in Political Philosophy (Professor Akira Inoue), U. of Tokyo (Jan 11,
2023)
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[Invited] “Uses of Formal Theory” Workshop, University of Chicago (Oct 27-28, 2022)

[Invited] Nozick’s Anarchy, State, and Utopia at 50 Conference, University of Fribourg,
Switzerland (Sep 15-16, 2022)

[Invited] Faculty Workshop, FPSE, Waseda University (July 20, 2022)

[Invited] SGU Global Asia Research Center Lunch Meeting, Waseda University (July
5, 2022)
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