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Experimental study on Isms in International Relations

XEXEF (HEEM. BB, R 250 words LLA) Abstract (Purpose, Process, Significance)

In International Relations (IR), the famous isms such as Realism and Liberalism still
prevail. As the debate over those isms began to abate in the 1990s, some textbooks departed
from teaching them, but as an information short-cut, the isms seem to have an impact on
how people understand international relations. Those isms could affect the people to
support a particular type of foreign policies. Our experiment, by using two kinds of framing
on Realism and Liberalism respectively, uncovers how the isms can change the general
public’s perception over key international policies. The evidence shows that the people
support unilateralism in national security motivated economic sanction cases if they are
primed for Realism and see the policy would increase a country’s international status. By
contrast, the study shows that the people are not really affected by Liberalism framing and
being neutral for multilateral policy choices. The study is an example of showing the power
of Realism and helps our understanding over how the people formulate their distinctive

worldviews on international relations.
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