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Political freedom has been extensively violated in many nations worldwide over the past ten years. The
protection and deepening of human rights have become urgent matters that require our immediate
attention. While the concept of human rights has traditionally been discussed from a jurisprudential
perspective, recent research has shown that it is now being approached from multiple angles in various
social science fields. In light of this trend, the present study aims to explore human rights from a political
science perspective. A case study was conducted on China, and our findings were published in a paper
titled “Maoism and Human Rights in China — From Antagonism to Tolerance —” in The Review of
Economics and Political Science Vol. 91, No. 5-6 (School of Political Science and Economics, Mar. 2023;
in Japanese). The paper discusses the historical and ideological factors behind the suppression of human
rights in China. In examining human rights cases in Japan, we focused on the concept of “human rights
tourism” as observed in “human rights maps,” which serve as examples of human rights education. Our
fieldwork took place in Kyoto, Kobe, and Nara. A “human rights map” has already been organized for
the areas of Ochanomizu and Jimbocho in Tokyo, and we plan to expand our investigation to other cities.

To develop our understanding of the idea of human rights, we referred to the paper proposed in “1968
and Human Rights” (Ibid., Vol. 92, No. 5-6, Mar. 2024; in Japanese). This paper argues that the idea of
international human rights took root in the 1970s. We explored the ideology of the “Revolution in 1968
and its subsequent development, examining the New Left ideology and the impact of the human rights
movement in Eastern European nations and the former Soviet Union symbolized by the Solzhenitsyn
incident.
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