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Memory, Literature and Nationalism in Post-War Poland

MEXHER (MIZREK. BB, BE 250 words BAA)  Abstract (Purpose, Process, Significance)

This research focused on several aspects of the Polish nationalism after the World War II.

The Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth was once a multi—ethnic political body until the Partitions of
Poland at the end of the eighteenth century. If we share Jane Burbank’s terminology, we can call the
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth an eastern European empire. This is why the reconstruction of the
Polish state in 1919 forced the former “multi—ethnic” society on a path towards a deep and

radical transformation. As a result, the main political concepts changed their significations rapidly.
How did people envisage the word “Pole (to be a Pole),” “Commonwealth,” or “homeland” before and
after the independence of Poland? By focusing on the changing meanings of these concepts, we will
find a serious gap between the imagined “new state” and the reality of interwar Poland. In other words,
the multi—ethnic society, which was composed of not only Poles but also Ukrainians (Ruthenians), Jews,
and other minorities, could not transform itself into an “ideal nation—state for Poles” at once.

This research focused on the self-image of these minority groups by examining Jewish and Polish

literature and films during and after the World War II.
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