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This study aims to comprehensively examine the conceptions of Sténdestaat in 20th—century
German political thought from both theoretical and practical perspectives. Regarding the
Weimar period, | intensively analyzed primary texts by Heinrich Herrfahrdt and Edgar
Tatarin—Tarnheyden. Herrfahrdt, in his book Das Problem der berufstindischen Vertretung
(1921), expected Berufstinde to play a pivotal role in effectively representing the interests of
the nation and integrating powerful economic associations into the state. However, he
constrained the function of the Economic Council composed of Berufsténde exclusively to the
act of deliberation. In the same period, Tatarin—Tarnheyden, in his Die BerufSsténde

(1922), attempted a more refined theorization of the concept of Stand and proposed the
formation of the upper house based on Stdnde. While both theorists shared a strong

criticism of parliamentary democracy conducted through political parties, there were

subtle differences between their positions regarding the role Stdnde should play in practical
politics. Additionally, concerning the National Socialist regime, I examined various works by
Ernst Rudolf Huber. Huber praised the National Socialist regime as a constitution based on
the principles of leadership and obedience. Remarkably, he depicted the National

Socialist “constitution” as a unique political order in which conventional concepts such as

democracy, dictatorship, and single—party state no longer find applicability. While Huber’s
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arguments are overtly anti—democratic, they are insightful in addressing the fundamental
question of what democracy entails, providing implications for contemplating contemporary

populism and democracy.
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