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A Reappraisal of the ideal of Democracy in 20th century Britain and Japan

HKEXWEER (MIEBM. B, BB 250 words LLN)  Abstract (Purpose, Process, Significance)

The purpose of this study is to re-examine the ideal of democracy in 20th century Britain
and Japan.

In recent years, there have been strong arguments about the decline of liberal democracy
in democratic countries, considering the rise of populism and its characteristic methods of
government. This situation leads to the questions of why the ideal of democracy has been
supported and how its essence and scope have been understood. This study aims to answer
these questions by examining 20th century political thoughts.

The study, on the one hand, examines post-war Japanese political thoughts on democracy,
nationalism, and pacifism, taking into account of the then-contemporary discussions on the
Imperial Order, modern civilization, education, and human nature. Various intellectuals
are examined, but mainly the study focuses on the political and social thoughts of Shigeru
Nambara (1889-1974), Masao Maruyama (1914-1996), and Kan-ichi Fukuda (1923-2007).

On the other hand, the study reappraises the political and social thought of A.D. Lindsay
(1879-1952), whose democratic ideal was paid attention to by Japanese thinkers like
Maruyama and Fukuda. The study extends to Karl Mannheim (1893-1947) and the
members of Moot, a group of Christian intellectuals such as T.S. Eliot (1888-1965),
considering Lindsay’s acquaintance with these people in 1940’s. This time, the study
especially focuses on Lindsay’s idea on higher education and its relationship with his idea
of democracy.
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