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Empirical research on the functions and systems of prefectural governments in the age of

reduction

HKEXWEER (MEBM. B, BB 250 words LLN)  Abstract (Purpose, Process, Significance)

In the age of growth, there was a strong demand for greater autonomy by municipalities, and
there was a strong argument that prefectures should focus on wide—area functions and reduce
their liaison and coordination and supplementary functions. However, as we enter an era of
reduction, many municipalities have no choice but to reduce staff and finances, so prefectures
are required to assume a wide range of functions for regional management.

Therefore, | examined three points: (1) How prefectures have exercised policy independence
based on the decentralization reform, (2) Whether it is appropriate for prefectures to expand
their functions for regional management, and (3) What kind of administrative and financial system
is necessary for prefectures to be main actors in regional management.

As a result, prefectures have demonstrated policy independence based on decentralization, and
in the future, it is necessary to complement small municipalities and play many roles for regional
management. In addition to streamlining laws and regulations, it became clear that it is necessary
to make efforts to utilize advanced technology, wide—area cooperation between local

governments, and the use of private sector vitality.
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