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Informal Support Mechanisms Behind Women’s Entrance to Political Careers in the United
States

NEXWEE (AERBEM. 8, ;R 250 words LAR)  Abstract (Purpose, Process, Significance)

This research focuses on the two informal support mechanisms that promote women’s entry
to political career in the United States. The first is the internal party rules such as the equal
division rule the Democratic Party adopted for its national convention delegates. The rules
seem to have promoted women participation in party affairs, but their impacts on increase
of elected/appointed women politicians are yet to be examined. The second is the various
organizations which educate girls as citizens early on, recruit potential candidates, train
those who decided to run, or fund those who are running. While these support groups are
predominantly liberal-leaning, much less has been known about the support mechanism on
the conservative side. On the assumption that the pools of potential candidates and the
political career paths may differ across the party line, this research attempts to reveal the

unique universe of the politically active Republican women through field research and

interviews. The project has only started with the help of the grant.
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