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Political Cynicism in Japan

NEXWEE (AERBEM. 8, ;R 250 words LAR)  Abstract (Purpose, Process, Significance)

This research focuses on political cynicism in the political attitudes of Japanese
people. Research on political attitudes among Japanese people has focused on
political party support, ideological attitudes, sense of political alienation, and
sense of political effectiveness.

On the other hand, in political socialization research, there are previous

studies on attitudes on party support, images of the prime minister and
politicians, and sense of political effectiveness. is the development of a cynical
consciousness towards these political actors.
In addition, the repeated incidents on political corruption are thought to have
fostered a cynical attitude toward politics among Japanese people. However, as
currently no index of political cynicism has been established, I will present a
new index here. We conducted an analysis of the determining factors. An online
survey was conducted in November 2023 for Japanese voters. The total number
of respondents was 5,632. After the data cleaning, 4,896 respondents were analyzed.

Age and class consciousness were detected as the factors that determine
political cynicism. Regarding age, cynicism was relatively low in younger people.
However, cynicism scores were high even among young people, indicating the
importance of early socialization in the formation of cynicism. Regarding class,
lower classes people tend to have more cynicism than higher classes people.
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