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This research aims to clarify how political parties allocate party subsidies to their incumbents and
candidates. The resources provided by political parties to incumbents include political funds, posts in a
government and a party, and the allocation of interests. In this study, I focus on party funding, especially
party subsidies, which are the main source of funding for each party. In Europe and many other
democracies, parties are provided public subsidies and use them for activities.

The analysis needs to be conducted at the party system level before it is conducted at the level of party
organizations. Therefore, at first, I focus on how much subsidy each party receives. It is revealed that
there is a bias toward one or two parties in the distribution of subsidies in Japan.

Since the introduction of party subsidies, large amounts of subsidies have been allocated to the largest
parties in Japan in terms of votes and seats. In particular, except for the period from 2009 to 2012, there
has been a predominant subsidy of the LDP. While I have to take into account the institutional factors
involved in party subsidies, this is a consequence of the fact that the Japanese party system has remained
close to a predominant party system. The amount of funding may not determine the outcome of elections.
However, in the discussion of the party subsidies, I pointed out an aspect in which election results
determine the amount of funds available.
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