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A Comparative Study of Government Interventions in Electoral Markets

MR (IR ERY. #BaB., R 250 words ELN)  Abstract (Purpose, Process, Significance)

This study aims to compare government interventions in electoral markets across various
countries, focusing especially on the regulations applied to election campaigns. It categorizes
Japan as an example of the most stringent regulation model, where the restrictions apply broadly
not only to political elites, such as politicians and parties, but also to voter activities. To identify
differences in intervention strategies among countries, the study compares this model with two
others: a moderately regulated model that focuses interventions solely on political financing, and
an entirely laissez—faire approach.

The importance of this research lies in its potential to classify how different governments
intervene in their electoral markets, thereby identifying both common and unique regulatory
practices. For instance, some authoritarian regimes maintain their power not through blatant
electoral fraud or violence, but through subtler means, such as restricting candidacy and campaign
activities—areas often overlooked by advanced democracies. Identifying these subtler forms of
intervention could help in recognizing and addressing such overlooked deviations from democratic

norms.
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