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Fiction in Politics: Harold Laski’ s Reception of Pragmatism

IR (IR ER. #BB., R 250 words ELN)  Abstract (Purpose, Process, Significance)

The purpose of this study is to inquire why and how Harold J. Laski, the British political
philosopher in the 20th century, adopted the view of ‘multiverse’ of pragmatism. I researched
on this theme by reading not only the works of Laski, but also the works of the political
philosophers in 18th—century Britain (David Hume, Adam Smith, Edmund Burke, Jeremy
Bentham, etc.) and the ones in 19th—century Germany (Immanuel Kant, G. W. F. Hegel, Karl
Marx, etc.). As a result, this study revealed the significance of fictions in political thoughts.
For instance, instead of accepting the status quo, to assume the human improvement, T. H.
Green had to suppose the metaphysical concept of ‘eternal consciousness,” which, to Laski,
seemed too monistic for citizens to dare have their own political opinions. That is why Laski
adopted the view of ‘multiverse,” another fictious concept from pragmatism. In this way, any
kind of political thought includes some fictions or metaphysical assumptions, and we should
not ignore this fact. We are not God that see thing—in—itself (noumenon), and this

self-consciousness is the key to republican citizenship.
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