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HKEXWEER (MIEBM. B, R 250 words LLN)  Abstract (Purpose, Process, Significance)

This study analyses the anecdotes and direct quotations used in Japanese prime ministers’ policy
speeches. Understanding the narratives told by political leaders is essential in the democratic
state since they rely on speeches to explain their identity, political beliefs, and the legitimacy of
their policies and regimes to citizens to gain their support. The study’s main objective was to
clarify how anecdotes/direct quotations were generalized to normative political messages. The
analysis was conducted by Aristotle’s (1992) theoretical framework of logos, ethos, and pathos.

Direct quotes have been used since the 1970s, but only in the Koizumi administration did
anecdotes begin to be mentioned. Especially in the Koizumi, DPJ, and Abe administrations, the
use of both anecdotes and voice quotations was particularly prominent (Kishida using quotations
only), whereas, in the Fukuda, Aso, and Suga administrations, there were virtually no examples
of either anecdotes or quotations.

Koizumi put himself in the shoes of historical figures and told a story of a strong leader
unafraid to overcome difficulties. In contrast, the DPJ leader spoke of a leader who leaned on the
weak and victims of the modern world. Abe followed both models but also told a story that
celebrates modern—day challengers who have succeeded in overcoming crises and problems. The
challengers are consistent in that they provide role models in society and are translated into a
more normative message. In many cases, direct quotations correspond to anecdotal narratives,
revealing a process of legitimizing regimes and policies by giving authority to outside voices.
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