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MESTEE (IR E M. #3268, R 500 words $2/E) Abstract (Purpose, Process, Significance)

This study conducted investigations and analyses of past large-scale disasters from
three main perspectives. The first perspective is the disaster prevention and crisis
management systems of local governments responding to earthquakes. Here, empirical
analysis was conducted based on questionnaire surveys, and the challenges of
earthquake response in major cities, including Tokyo, and in disadvantaged regions
(such as islands and peninsulas) were also examined. The second perspective is the
relationship between the national government and local governments. When a large-
scale disaster occurs, it is difficult for a single local government to protect the lives and
livelihoods of its residents. A major challenge in the emergency phase immediately
after a disaster is how local governments establish relationships with institutions such
as the Self-Defense Forces and fire departments, as well as with national, prefectural,
and other municipal governments. In the reconstruction phase, the national
government sets frameworks for financial and human support for local governments'
recovery efforts, but these must be based on the needs of the local governments. In this
sense, it is important to discuss and consider pre-disaster recovery planning with the
national and prefectural governments during normal times. The third perspective
focuses on the lives of residents. Specifically, it focused on housing and employment,
which are essential for residents to maintain their lives. For the former, the study
highlighted the need for effective housing policies, designating priority areas for action,
For the latter, it pointed out the necessity of support for securing employment and

helping individuals realize career development during the reconstruction phase. This
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is where the significance of this research lies.

Finally, I would like to mention what this study was unable to fully examine. The
first point is the response to the COVID-19 pandemic. As this study focused primarily
on past large-scale natural disasters, it was not able to adequately address the
challenges related to local governments' disaster prevention and crisis management
systems concerning the pandemic, The second issue is the field survey regarding the
Noto Peninsula earthquake, which occurred on January 1, 2024. Although the study
examined legal and institutional challenges related to disaster prevention and crisis
management systems in disadvantaged regions, a field survey of the affected local
governments in the Noto Peninsula could not be conducted within the funding period.

In the future, additional investigations will be conducted on these remaining issues,

and the results of this research will be published.
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