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Taking into account recent structural changes in news distribution and reception, this study
considered the contemporary conditions of journalism in a media environment where various
algorithms are at work. First, this study conducted a case study of algorithmic processing
introduced into the editorial process of Reuters. Furthermore, to explore the inherent logic that
defines journalism’s autonomy, this study investigated norms established by domestic media
organizations and the American journalist association and the logic of autonomy formulated by
academic journalism researchers. Based on these, this study found that the core elements of
journalism’s autonomy are the combination of the functions of serving the public interest and
social synchronization of information and their crystallization into its professional identity. This
study also pointed out that the decline in journalists’ control over news distribution and
reception increases the importance of serving public interest and the public’s trust in their

reports. Finally, this study argues that these changes and circumstances will provide

opportunities for a variety of alternative journalism practitioners.
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