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This study replicates Yokoyama and Arai (2024) to address two concerns: their sample was limited
to eight prefectures in Japan, and their study coincided with former Prime Minister Abe’s
assassination, potentially affecting external validity. To reassess these findings, we conducted a

randomized conjoint experiment using a nationally representative sample under normal conditions.

From February 6 to February 10, 2025, 3,509 participants were recruited via Rakuten Insight,
matching census demographics. After excluding satisficers, 3,373 responses were analyzed.
Participants evaluated two hypothetical conversation partners on a seven-point scale, with

preference as the dependent variable. The conjoint design followed Yokoyama and Arai (2024).

Using Average Marginal Component Effects (AMCE), this study estimates the political and
nonpolitical factors influencing conversational choices. These results largely replicate those of
Yokoyama and Arai (2024). For example, compared to “centrist” conversation partners, those with
“conservative” or “progressive” ideologies were less likely to be selected by 0.06 and 0.11 points,
respectively. Conversing about “religion” reduced selection likelihood by 0.59 points compared to
“oneself and family.” However, a key difference emerged: while Yokoyama and Arai (2024) found
that supporting parties other than the LDP and Ishin reduced the likelihood of selection, our study
revealed that affiliation with any party—including the LDP or Ishin—significantly decreased the

likelihood of selection.




These findings align with research from the U.S. (Shafranek 2021) and Japan (Yokoyama and Arai
2024), suggesting that political factors strongly shape preferences for conversation partners. Future
research should explore additional political and nonpolitical heuristics that influence everyday

conversational decisions.
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