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A study of the Democratic Party of Japan: Why a two—party system failed to be established?

MEXWEE (AEB/., B, RE 250words LLIA)  Abstract (Purpose, Process, Significance)

In the late 1990s, a two-party system featuring the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and
the Democratic Party (DPJ) was expected to replace the long-standing 55-year system.
However, the DPJ struggled to maintain its position as a major party, eventually
fragmenting. This study aimed to find the factors within the DPJ that hindered the
transition to a two-party system.

The research was conducted in collaboration with scholars sharing similar interests, with
the applicant focusing on the period from the DPJ’s formation in 1998 to its merger with
the Liberal Party in 2003. Key research methods included interviews with relevant figures,
collection of internal party documents, and analysis of published writings and interviews
of DPJ politicians. Regular discussions with co-researchers also played a crucial role.

As a result of this research, Heisei Democratic Party History (tentative title), co-edited by
Oku, 1s scheduled to be published. The applicant's assigned chapter is expected to be titled
The Formation and Foundation-Building of the Democratic Party, 1998—2003. This chapter
analyzes the birth of the Democratic Party and the establishment of its foundation in its
early days—one of the most crucial periods in the study of party history. It is anticipated
that this work will become an essential reference for future research on the Democratic
Party.
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