B e RERBEE

VB 2025 &2 (5F 74H) 9H 19 H
EEEA M m #

HfER HE BZ K

I e I N/ N S =3t

KA - L BN -

a2\ (B5F0 5 AEE) HEEEIEIERIC X AR Tt B0 Eha L £
L7=DT, FOFEFRICHONTHELET,
KHIOZAERICET A ES R —LAX—~0BEFIZHOWTHREEWEZ L ET,

AL

HKHAEDLIR (R5EHCA)  Research Theme

LR EREGRET 270 — L e A VT LI FaT s EARY —
— AT o BREGE LT O —

The Influence of Dutch Enlightenment in Nineteenth Century Japan
—From the Perspective of Global Intellectual History —

MEXWEE (AEB/., B, RE 250words LLIA)  Abstract (Purpose, Process, Significance)

In recent years, the study of global history has elucidated the political situation and
trade flows surrounding Tokugawa Japan. It can no longer be described as “isolated.”
From the 18th century, Japanese scholars and politicians proactively acquired
knowledge of world affairs and Western sciences through Dutch studies, Rangaku. The
encounter of Japan with the Western world traces back to Dutch studies during the
Tokugawa period.

This study aims to examine the encounters with the Dutch Enlightenment in
nineteenth- century Japan from the perspective of global intellectual history, and to
rewrite the history of Japanese political thought that bridges the Edo and Meiji periods.

In particular, this study sheds light on the influence of the activities of academic
voluntary associations, such as “Maatschappij tot nut van ‘t algemeene”, on Dutch
studies in Japan. I visited the Netherlands in the summer of 2024 and researched the
historical documents at the Leiden University Library, the National Archives in the
Hague and the Edam Museum. Through this research, I clarified how the physics,
geography and grammar books published by the Dutch voluntary associations were
imported and translated by Japanese scholars such as Sanei Koseki, Rinsho Aochi and
Genpo Mitsukuri. Their intellectual struggle with Western Sciences planted the seeds
to build the foundation of civilization in Modern Japan.

The article based on this research will be included in my new book, History of
Political Thought on Dutch Studies, which planned to be published in 2025.
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