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An Analysis of Kyouwasejji: Masanao Nakamura’s Understanding of the American Political Systen

MEXWEE (AEB/., B, RE 250words LLIA)  Abstract (Purpose, Process, Significance)

In 1873, Masanao Nakamura (1832-1891) translated Ransom Hooker Gillet's 7he Federal
Government, an overview of American political institutions and laws, and published it as

Kyouwaserji( 2 i1 B /%2 ). The Kyouwaseiji has received little attention and has been

mentioned only sparingly in the context of Nakamura's research. In this research, I
analyzed what Nakamura sought by this translation and have clarified two points. The first
1s the circumstances surrounding Nakamura's translation work. In particular, I discussed
its relation to Hirobumi Ito of the Meiji government. Second, since The Kyouwaseiji is a
partial translation of the Federal Government, 1 was able to clarify that Nakamura focused
on the founding process of the people who settled in the Americas in search of religious
freedom, rather than on the political system of the United States at that time itself.

This research has been done to clarify the specifics of the understanding of the American
political system in early Meiji Japan. It also has the significance of highlighting Nakamura
Masanao as a political thinker and liberating him from the conventional label of
“nonpolitical.” In addition, by clarifying his attitude toward the “system,” it reaffirms his
identity as a Confucianist and calls for a reconsideration of the views of Confucianism in
modern Japan.
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