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Initial development of "policy—active councils’ in Local Government Councils in Japan.

MEXIER (IR ER. #18, R 250words LLIA) Abstract (Purpose, Process, Significance)

Japan's municipal councils have a presidential system, which is different from National
Diet. However, historically, the power of the administrative agency has been substantial in
Japan, with municipal councils being referred to as the 'follow-up body' of mayors and
governors, who are heads of local administrative agency.

The decentralization reforms of 2000 triggered the trend towards the Movement of
Local Government Councils Reform. Various efforts have been made, but the results of
these efforts have not been visible: local councils suffer from the distrust of citizens and a
lack of candidates, which has led to pressure and a reduction in the number of local council
seats.

I have been engaged in the field of parliamentary reform over a decade, undertaking
theoretical research on the concept of 'Active Council for Policies' and the enhancement of
the policy capacity of councillors and whole councils. In particular, I have been exploring
the possibility of making 'general questions', which are policy evaluations and proposals by
councillors to the administration, as a shared policy agenda among councillors as a whole
council.

This research grant has enabled me to continue my observation and program research
about ‘general questions.” In addition, questionnaire surveys were carried out in
collaboration with two local councils, which helped to clarify the conditions for linking
councillors' policy issues to the whole councils' policy processes. A fact-finding study was
also carried out on the concerns that a reduction in the number of seats on local councils
would have for disadvantaged areas.
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