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A Foundational Study in the Justifiability of the Modern State

MEXIER (IR ER. #18, R 250words LLA)  Abstract (Purpose, Process, Significance)

The purpose of this study is to reexamine and reconsider the foundations of the modern state
by focusing on the debate between liberal theories of state legitimacy, on the one hand, and
critiques of state legitimacy raised by radical theories such as anarchism, Marxism, feminism,
critical race theory, and so on. Between 2024 and 2025, I intensively studied John Rawls’s
famous defense of the liberal state, which proposed the liberal principle of legitimacy, and its
thorough critique and ultimate rejection by a leading critical race theorist, Charles W. Mills. In
my view, Mills successfully exposed the fundamental difficulties of Rawls’s ideal theory of
justice and its failure to address racial injustice. Rawls assumed that the modern state provides
the basic structure of society, which is in principle justifiable as a system of fair cooperation. In
doing so, he simply failed to recognize the historical reality of the United States and modern
nation—states in general: they are based on racial, class, and gender domination that has

been disguised by liberal theories. In response to this formidable critique of “white

liberalism,” we must confront the question of whether liberal states are at all necessary to
pursue the ideal of society as a system of fair cooperation among free and equal

individuals. In particular, we need to take seriously the claim of “methodological anarchism,”

recently advanced by Gary Chartier and Chad Van Shoelandt, that we need to rethink




whether the just society is possible without the presupposition of state policies and institutions.
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