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In Search of Democracy in the age of Postcolonialism

MEXER (HEEM. B8, KR 250words LLA) Abstract (Purpose, Process, Significance)

This study develops a theoretical framework to reinterpret the rise of the Global
South, the resulting multipolarization of the international order, and the
transformation of liberal democracy from a postcolonial perspective. Globalization has
created situations in which the “North” and “South” coexist within the same states.
As internal heterogeneity increases, social cohesion weakens and political conflicts
intensify. In this context, the study reexamines liberal democracy, which has long
relied on the nation-state as its foundational unit, and seeks to imagine a new
democratic model attentive to marginalized and previously unrecognized voices. The
research presents three major findings. First, by analyzing right-wing populism in
Europe and the United States, it identifies both its democratic dimensions and its
yearning for community. The rise of right-wing populism is shown to reveal structural
limits in governance through liberal democracy. Second, examining both domestic and
international politics, the study classifies emerging political dynamics into three
trends—exit, antagonism, and autonomy—highlighting how these transform existing
institutions. Particular emphasis is placed on autonomy, with cases such as the Black
Lives Matter movement and the ascent of the Global South illustrating emerging
capacities for alternative order-making. Finally, through a critical reading of Kojin
Karatani’s thought, the study explores possible alternatives to both liberal democracy
and capitalism, proposing the concepts of a gift-based society and “isonomia” as
conceptual resources for envisioning new forms of political and economic organization.
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