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The Japanese and Korean Official Development Assistance: Is there the East Asian

Model of Development Assistance?

HEXER (AEEM. #18. iR 250words LLIA) Abstract (Purpose, Process, Significance)

Emerging donors such as China and India have been drawing substantial
attention of many in the field of aid studies, and not a few observers discuss about the
foreign aid competitions between China and Japan in Asia. There are fewer works on
South Korea, however. Considering the heightening geopolitical competition of
powers/middle-powers in the region, this study aims for exploring the future possibility of
Japan-Korea cooperation in the field of development assistance, by comparing the past and
current ODA policies and practices of those two countries. In addition to some documentary
search into the aid-related official/mon-official documents, reports and academic literature,
some interviews and exchange of opinions were conducted both in Japan and Korea.

One of the findings as a common feature is that both Japan and South Korea, in
their pursuit of becoming good and meaningful aid donors, are trying to make special
contribution on the basis of their own developmental experience. Both countries are
celebrated cases of the Fast Asian Miracle, and further, sometimes called the
developmental states. Their development paths are somewhat different from conventional
models of development. They identify themselves as former aid recipient countries that
could effectively utilized aid. So, they believe they can plan and implement effective aid,
and this makes their ODA, which sometimes is criticized by other OECD-DAC donor
countries, for being too-heavily dependent on loans for infrastructure-building rather than
grants education and health. At the same time, however, they as relatively newer donors
(even in the Japanese case) are keen on being recognized and accepted as good and decent
members of OECD-DAC by accepting the norms and philosophies of the western donor.

The East Asian model of development assistance does exist, which has been
supported and welcomed by other countries in the region. Whether or not this Japanese-

1




Korean model can include the Chinese aid needs further exploration, however.
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