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NEXHER (AEEM. 18, iR 250words LAA) Abstract (Purpose, Process, Significance)

In this research project, I re-examined Max Weber’s sociological theories

within the context of capitalism and ecology. My study consists of two main
parts.

First, I analyzed the ecological limits of Weber’s "rationalization" thesis.
Weber’ s understanding of early capitalist development was based on the
assumption that capitalism grew by switching from wind and water to fossil fuels.

However, following Andreas Malm’s Fossil Capital, I argue that the shift to
coal was not just about efficiency. It was a strategic choice by capital to
increase control over labor. This shows that Weber’s theory depends heavily on
"stock" energy sources.

To support this, I conducted fieldwork at a micro-hydropower plant in Obuse,
Nagano. My findings suggest that we must move away from centralized systems,
like nuclear power, foward autonomous, local energy production.

Second, I updated Weber’s theory using modern social and political thought.
At a symposium on Andreas Reckwitz and Hartmut Rosa, I explored social
acceleration and the rise of "singularities." I discussed the gap between the fast

pace of capitalism and the natural rhythms of the environment. I also examined




the tension between radical environmental movements and exclusionary far-right
politics, a polarization emerging in the age of singularities.

In the future, I plan to further investigate why some conservative politicians
oppose renewable energy while holding anti-migration views. Building on this
study of Weber’s social theories, my next challenge is to explore the limitations
of contemporary political discourse.
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