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BRSO D BT AR I DARFLHIRESE
A Biographical Study of Nobusuke Kishi from the Perspective of Transwar History

2. BEXhix (MAEB/. £8. BRE 250words LAN)  Abstract (Purpose, Process, Significance)

This study reexamines the life of Nobusuke Kishi from the perspective of “transwar
history,” a historiographical approach that treats the period from the 1930s to the 1950s as a
continuous era spanning prewar, wartime, and postwar Japan. Rather than separating
prewar and postwar developments at the moment of defeat in 1945, the study highlights the
structural and institutional continuities that shaped Japan’s political economy. Through this
lens, it seeks to clarify the consistent vision of the state that Kishi pursued across regime
change and occupation.

First, the research reassesses Kishi’s rise within the Ministry of Agriculture and Commerce
(later the Ministry of Commerce and Industry), where he gained prominence as a reform
bureaucrat. By examining industrial policy, including cartel legislation such as the Important
Industries Control Law and economic development planning, it demonstrates that Kishi
aimed to construct a state-led system in which government actively coordinated industry and
rationalized production, distribution, and allocation. His wartime economic controls are thus
situated within broader global trends toward the administrative state.

Second, the study analyzes Kishi’s postwar political career after his release from purge,
focusing on party politics, economic planning, and welfare policy. It traces the institutional
transformation from the prewar Ministry of Commerce and Industry to the postwar Ministry
of International Trade and Industry (MITI), showing how bureaucratic continuity limited
Prime Minister Yoshida Shigeru’s “trade-first” strategy. Drawing on newly obtained mid-
1950s administrative records, the research reveals how organizational reform efforts
ultimately faltered. Overall, it argues that Kishi’s rapid rehabilitation and premiership can
only be understood by recognizing the transwar continuity of institutions, networks, and
policy ideas.
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Masaya Inoue, Launching Japan's Postwar “Trading State” Bureaucratic Conflict between
Diplomacy and Economic Agencies, 1945—1956.

International Symposium “Building U.S.—Japan Relations after the Second World War:
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