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1. AEDLFF (FFELFEA)  Research Theme

NEZZRH O FUR AR A5 E O EF -2 BR—V HEEZF R L ZE BSKGB)~DIR AL |
(China’s State—Society Relations in the Process of Building a Security System: the CCP’s Perspectives on

the Soviet KGB)

2. BXPER (ARER. B8, BE 250words LAN)  Abstract (Purpose, Process, Significance)

This study examines the formation of the public security system in the People’s Republic of China
through a comparative perspective with the Soviet model, with the aim of elucidating the governing
philosophy of social control embedded in the Chinese Communist Party’ s security institutions.

The study seeks to provide a historical perspective for understanding contemporary Chinese

social governance and to clarify how Chinese leaders selectively referred to Soviet institutional
models, thereby contributing to comparative research on socialist and authoritarian political systems.
Methodologically, the research analyzes both policy—making processes within the Chinese Communist
Party leadership and the multilayered structure of authority extending from the central government to
local administrations and grassroots society. The analysis is based on archival and documentary
materials previously collected at institutions such as the Hoover Institution at Stanford University and
the East Asian Library at UCLA, as well as newly collected sources, including local public

security organizational histories obtained at the Chinese University of Hong Kong Library and the
Rural Studies Institute of East China Normal University. The research also benefited from exchanges
with scholars specializing in Soviet and Cold War studies.

The study finds that the reconstruction of China’s public security system in the late 1970s and

1980s combined elements of the Soviet legal model with distinct institutional adaptations. While the

1979 Criminal Law adopted key principles of Soviet criminal law, including a substantive conception of
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crime and analogy in legal application, Deng Xiaoping’s leadership simultaneously promoted

political campaigns and institutional reforms that strengthened Party control. In the long run, the strategy
“comprehensive social order governance” fostered horizontal coordination among Party

committees, political-legal organs, and local public security agencies, producing a decentralized

security governance structure distinct from the centralized Soviet—style system.
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