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The G7 and Europe-Japan Relations in a Transforming World Order:

Diplomatic practices inside and outside of a security community

MEXER (HEEM. B8, KR 250words LLA) Abstract (Purpose, Process, Significance)

This research project asks whether we can observe diplomatic practices of a security community,
in the sense of Karl W. Deutsch, not only in the major European countries, but also in the wider
‘West’ (a Western liberal order) or, more concretely, in the Group of Seven (G7) system, including
Japan and the US.

To establish a conceptual and theoretical framework for examining this question, | participated
in the international research group led by Professors John Ikenberry (Princeton University) and
Thomas Risse (Free University of Berlin). This joint research project focuses on the future of the
‘West’ and examines the deep contestations of the ‘West’ from both inside and outside. Looking
back on the longer history of Japan and the ‘West,” I examine the self-identification of Japan as part
of the ‘West’ mainly from the 1970s through the case studies of the G7, Japan-Europe security
relations, and Free and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP). Utilizing three opportunities to present my
paper, I drafted the book chapter in January 2026.

While drafting this book chapter, I also drafted two book chapters in Japanese. First, I examine
the European security community practices from three perspectives: (1) the community of resilient
liberal practices; (2) the community of practices to refrain from using military forces; and (3) the
community to include, not to ‘Other’, any countries unlike the traditional security/military alliance.
Second, revisiting the concept of the security community established by Karl W. Deutsch, 1
examine its influence on current theories of European integration.
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‘The Self-Identification of Japan as Part of the “West”” (with Yuki Moritani), paper presented at
Princeton Workshop, Future of the “West,” 6-8 May 2025;

Panel 8G, De-Centering the “West”: Challenges of the (Liberal) International Order, Friday, 9 May
2025, European Union Studies Association (EUSA) 19™ Biennial Conference, Philadelphia; and
Session, De-Centering the “West”: The Future of the International Order, Thursday, 11 September,
American Political Science Association (APSA) 121 APSA Annual Meeting, Vancouver, British
Columbia, Canada.

‘The Self-Identification of Japan as Part of the “West”” (with Yuki Moritani), draft chapter in G.
John Ikenberry and Thomas Risse (eds.), Contesting the “West”: The future of international order
(forthcoming).
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